
                                                              

 

 

Tuscaloosa County PARA Names Joel Person as Full Time DOC for Tuscaloosa United Soccer Club 
 

Tuscaloosa United Soccer Club is excited to announce that Tuscaloosa County PARA has hired Joel Person to 

serve as a full time Director of Coaching for Tuscaloosa United.  Joel will responsible for all facets of the day-

to-day operations of the PARA Soccer Program.  President, Lou Marino was quoted as saying “We are very 

pleased to welcome Joel to the Tuscaloosa United family and we are thankful for PARA’s investment in, and 

dedication to, soccer in our community.  Joel’s experience will enable him to grow and develop soccer for all 

age groups and skill levels throughout Tuscaloosa County.  It has been our goal since we were founded to offer 

quality countywide soccer programs that are accessible and serve the needs of participants of all skill levels. 

Joel’s experience, dedication to player development, and commitment to building an inclusive soccer 

community will enable us to achieve these goals.”   

Joel has spent the last few seasons as the Elite Clubs National League Director at the Birmingham United 

Soccer Association.  Joel helped oversee the development, and serve as the head coach, of a Women’s 

Professional Soccer League team, Alabama FC.  Joel played soccer at the University of Mobile, where his team 

went to the NAIA final four several times. Joel returned to the University of Mobile where he served as a 

Graduate Assistant, and an Assistant Coach.  After coaching at the University of Mobile, Joel served as the 

Assistant Coach for the Division II men’s team at Francis Marion University where his team was the 2008 

NCAA Division II Peach Belt Conference Champions, and then as the Head Coach for the Division I women’s 

team at the same university, where he had two players named to All-American teams and one go to the NWSL. 

Joel holds the USSF A and National Youth licenses and has previously served as a DOC with Mobile Soccer 

Club.   

Joel started his career at PARA on April 22.  The club will hold a meeting of the general membership to 

introduce Joel and to discuss plans for the coming year.  Joel said “I am excited to join Tuscaloosa United.  

Through the Alabama FC alliance I have had the chance to work with Tuscaloosa United players and coaches 

and I have been impressed with their quality and the potential for soccer in Tuscaloosa.  My first step is to get 

out into the Tuscaloosa soccer community and to listen to our players, their parents and key stakeholders in the 

community to learn more about their goals and aspirations as well as the opportunities and challenges facing the 

club. Based on this information I look forward to working with the soccer community, including PARA and the 

Tuscaloosa United advisory board to build on the club’s past success and to provide a high quality program that 

allows players of all ages and abilities to reach their full potential.”   

 Wendy Harris, Director of Leisure services said “We conducted a thorough search for the fulltime DOC and we 

were impressed at the quantity and quality of applications we received.  All of the finalists had college coaching 

experience. We are especially pleased that Joel’s vision includes expanding our community development 

programs and our recreational soccer options while continuing to build our Elite program.”  Gary Minor, 

Director of PARA echoed Wendy’s enthusiasm and added “We are committed to growing soccer throughout 

Tuscaloosa County.  Moving from a part-time DOC to a fulltime DOC will enable us to extend both the variety 

and geographic distribution of soccer while maintaining our high quality standards.” Joel can be reached at his 

office in the Belk Center at 205-562-3200 | jperson@tcpara.org.  Please welcome to Joel to the community and 

introduce yourself the next time you see him at the fields! 

 
Tuscaloosa United Soccer Club is a collaborative effort between Tuscaloosa County PARA and Tuscaloosa County 

YMCA committed to providing quality soccer programs for all citizens of Tuscaloosa County. 
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